
— 1 — 
RESPONDENT’S EXHIBITS 49–59 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Adam Steinbaugh, SBN 304829 
FOUNDATION FOR INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS & EXPRESSION 
510 Walnut Street, Suite 900 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
Telephone: (215) 717-3473 
Facsimile: (215) 717-3440 
Email:  adam@thefire.org 

Matthew Strugar, SBN 232951 
LAW OFFICE OF MATTHEW STRUGAR 
3435 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2910 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 
Telephone: (323) 696-2299 
Email:  matthew@matthewstrugar.com 

Attorneys for Respondent Amy Gulley 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO — CIVIC CENTER COURTHOUSE 

SARRITA ANASTASIA ADAMS, 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

AMY GULLEY, 

      Respondent. 

Case No. CCH-24-587004 

Assigned for all purposes to the 
Hon. Michelle Tong 

RESPONDENT’S EXHIBITS 49–59 

Date: August 20, 2024 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept.: 505 

Action Filed:  June 6, 2024 
Trial date: August 20, 2024 

 

ELECTRONICALLY
F I L E D

Superior Court of California,
County of San Francisco

08/14/2024
Clerk of the Court

BY: KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Deputy Clerk



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 
      

     
        

            
       

         
           

        
        

        
       

           
 

          
       

  
       

   
          

   
         

         

   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXHIBIT 49 

— 003 —



— 004 —

    

  
 

 

 

   
     

 
 

 

   
     

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      

 

  

  

 

      

      

        

      

         

    
      

 
  

  

   

  

  

 

 
   

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

          

   

          

        

 
   

     

       

     

 

     

     

    

         
        

     

 
 

 

  

   

  
     
     

 

 

  

      
 

 

   

 

  
      

  

      

 



— 005 —

 

 

  

    

 

   

 

   

 

  



EXHIBIT 50 

— 006 —



7/12/24, 6:17 PM about:blank

about:blank 2/4— 007 —

        

  
  

   
 

  

   

    

         
 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

            

 

             

          
          

    

              

            

       

             

         

            
               

         

          
     

              

           

             

            

     

              

              

               

 

  

    

  

       

 

       

 

   

           

         

  

      

      

          

    

    

    

     

     

    

    

 

  

  

   

  

   

   

 

   
    

   

 

 
  

  

   

 

   
     

  

    

   

   

 
   

 

   

   
 

 

    

    



7/12/24, 6:17 PM about:blank

about:blank 3/4— 008 —

 

    
   

     

 

   

  

     
     

              

      

      

   
   

   

 

  

  

  

  

  

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
             

              

         



7/12/24, 6:17 PM about:blank

about:blank 4/4— 009 —

                

                       



EXHIBIT 51 

— 010 —



IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA

BEFORE THE HONORABLE THOMAS J. NIXON, JUDGE

DEPARTMENT NO. 503

--o0o--

JOHN N. BILLINGS,

Petitioner,

vs. No. HF16830225

SARRITA A. ADAMS,

Respondent.
____________________________/

REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

COURT TRIAL - DAY TWO

PAGES 93 - 183

HAYWARD HALL OF JUSTICE

HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2017

--o0o--

A P P E A R A N C E S

For the Petitioner: STACEY POOLE,
Attorney at Law

For the Respondent: AMANDA J. LIST,
Attorney at Law

MICHELLE D. STEWARD, CSR 5954
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A. Yes.

Q. So would it be fair to say you're not seeking

reimbursement for those, even though -- we went through

those yesterday. You're not seeking reimbursement for bills

you paid on her behalf after February?

A. Yes, that is correct.

Q. Okay. You said yesterday, when we were discussing

that you had a modest Bay Area standard of living, isn't it

true you have a four-bedroom house in Montclair?

A. We have a mortgage on a four-bedroom house in

Montclair. We do not own it outright.

Q. Do you have a driver's license?

A. I do.

Q. When did you receive it?

A. I have two driver's licenses, I have a UK driver's

license and I have a California driving license, and I

received my California driving license probably toward the

end of 2016.

Q. So is it fair to say you did not drive during the

marriage?

A. I occasionally drove on a provisional California

license.

Q. Would it be fair to say that Ms. Adams drove you the

majority of the time?

A. Of the time I spent in the car, the majority of the

time it was Sarrita driving.

Q. Did she take you to BART in the morning?

A. Sometimes.
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Q. Did she pick you up from BART in the afternoon?

A. Sometimes, when I wasn't cycling or walking or

getting a taxi.

Q. And during this time -- at what point was Ms. Adams

a student?

A. I do not know what her current student status is.

Q. During that time -- during the time you moved to

Montclair and the date of separation, at what point was

Ms. Adams a student?

A. A student registered at University of Cambridge.

Q. At any time after you moved from the UK to the

United States, did Ms. Adams do research or schooling at UC

Davis?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know when that was?

A. It was from when we came out to California until --

I know at some point she stopped driving to UC Davis, and

thereafter she was writing up her dissertation at home. I

don't recall the exact date, although it's probably around

late 2012, early 2013, when she stopped driving in to UC

Davis. But thereafter, my belief was that she was writing

up her dissertation.

Q. Is UC Davis where she was doing her research work?

A. That was where she was conducting her experimental

research.

Q. And for what she received, I believe you testified a

little over 2,000?

A. From the period late 2012 to late 2013, she was
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employed at about 2,000 a month, maybe a little more.

Q. And that was the only time during your relationship

she was employed?

A. That was the only time that she was employed, yes.

Q. I believe you testified yesterday that she stopped

her studies and research at UC Davis because she had a

disagreement with a superior?

A. At some point that did happen, yes.

Q. Isn't it true that the real reason she stopped going

to UC Davis was the commute was causing her medical

problems?

A. I don't believe that was the reason.

Q. You have a student loan, do you not?

A. Yes.

Q. And you pay how much per month?

A. From memory, it's maybe between 3 or $400.

Q. How long have you been making that payment?

A. Since August 2016. I also paid some of it whilst I

was in the UK, but not after I left.

Q. You testified yesterday that you believe Ms. Adams

is capable of obtaining employment, could be

self-supporting -- I'm paraphrasing -- but did you testify

to that yesterday?

A. Yes.

Q. What positions do you believe she could get, given

her work history?

A. As I testified yesterday, I believe that she has

most, if not all, of the qualifications required to do
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postdoctoral research. She has the vast majority of a Ph.D.

from a top-tier university, University of Cambridge. So I

imagine she would be eligible for positions at places like

Stanford or Berkeley to perform postdoctoral research.

Failing that, I imagine that she could be employed as a lab

technician. My understanding is that her experimental

skills are very good.

Q. And her -- we discussed yesterday Ms. Adams's

hospitalizations. I believe you said about ten?

A. I did not say ten. I said fewer than ten.

Q. In five years?

A. Yes.

Q. Given her medical disability and her ongoing

hospitalizations, you still believe she could find a job and

maintain employment, while she hasn't done it before, enough

to support herself in the Bay Area?

A. She is a talented research scientist, and I believe

that she would be able to continue her research science in

an academic setting, yes.

Q. Have you identified any of those jobs that are

available?

A. I have not looked for any jobs for her.

Q. There's been discussion of the fact that you signed,

apparently, an Affidavit of Support for Ms. Adams?

A. Yes.

Q. When did you sign that?

A. Prior to the date of separation.

Q. Did you have your green card at the time?
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SARRITA ADAMS,

called as a witness on behalf of the

Petitioner, having been first duly sworn,

was examined and testified as follows:

THE WITNESS: I do, yes.

THE CLERK: Thank you. You can have a seat. And if

you could state your name, please.

THE WITNESS: My name is Sarrita Adams.

THE CLERK: Thank you.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF SARRITA ADAMS (776)

BY MS. POOLE:

Q. Good morning, Ms. Adams.

A. Hello.

Q. Are you currently aware of any agency that's

investigating Mr. Billings for his conduct toward you?

A. Yes, I am.

Q. What agency is that?

A. It's Alameda Social Services.

Q. And how are you aware that they're investigating

him?

A. My psychiatrist was very concerned last year because

Mr. Billings's therapist had contacted him providing

information that seemed that either Mr. Billings was

suffering from mental distress of some kind, and he was

concerned about my welfare, since Mr. Billings had left the

house and was refusing to communicate with me but was

seemingly communicating with people associated with me.

Q. And are you aware if this is still an open
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investigation?

A. I believe it is.

Q. And do you have any expectation of what will happen

with this investigations?

A. I believe that they're looking at it under the

Welfare and Institutions Act, because I have autism, which

is a developmental disorder which makes me a dependent

adult.

Q. At some point during your marriage were you employed

at a lab at UC Davis?

A. No, I wasn't technically employed there.

Q. What was your title?

A. I was research scholar and Ph.D. student.

Q. And how long were you a research scholar there?

A. As per my J1 visa, I was a research scholar for the

entirety of my Ph.D., for the entirety of the time I was

doing my Ph.D., so it had to go on my visa category, and so

it would have been three years.

Q. That ended when?

A. 2013.

Q. And what type of work were you doing?

A. Just to note that I wasn't paid for the entirety of

this three years. I wasn't doing any work for the lab. I

was doing my Ph.D. research.

Q. When did you stop working or stop --

A. Well, I technically didn't stop doing my research

until -- I'm currently still doing it, because I'm still

trying to rewrite my thesis. It's an ongoing process.
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Q. When did you stop receiving income from UC Davis?

A. In September 2013.

Q. What type of work were you doing in the lab?

A. I was doing my Ph.D. research.

Q. Which included -- can you tell us more about that

process?

A. It was what we would define as wet lab research, and

that involves work with cells, living cells, and mouse

models of human disease.

Q. Do you believe that you're currently capable of

continuing that type of work?

A. I believe that, with a lot of assistance, I would be

able to do some work.

Q. What has changed since September 2013 till now that

would prevent you from -- that would require additional

assistance for you to get that type of work?

A. I no longer have a spouse.

Q. So it's your position that, because you're getting a

divorce, you're unable to continue your work?

A. John was an incredible support in regard to my

autism: He helped me with my medication; he helped me with

executive function; he helped me with organization; he

helped me with a host of things. And prior to meeting John,

I had treatment I received in the UK that provided for these

things.

Q. How much were you earning?

A. I sorry?

Q. How much were you earning?
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A. I believe that I was earning minimum to qualify for

J1 visa, which would have been $24,000 a year.

Q. And what work do you have to do to complete your

Ph.D. dissertation?

A. I received major corrections, and I was told to

rewrite the entirety of my thesis; to conduct new analysis,

data analysis, from gene data that I received; and

restructure the thesis, as well as rewrite all of the

chapters.

Q. When did you receive those corrections?

A. In February 2015.

Q. And while you were married, did you or John employ a

tutor or someone to help you in rewriting that?

A. I had assistance in March 2016 for a few weeks, but

it was disrupted because John decided to leave. And then he

filed for divorce on April 13th, served me with a summons on

my birthday.

Q. That petition was later dismissed; correct?

A. Yes, but it disrupted me incredibly. With autism, I

require a lot of consistency.

Q. And since that filing in, I'm sorry, March or

April --

A. It was April 13th, on my birthday.

Q. Since that filing in April, what work have you done

to complete your dissertation?

A. I've been doing some data analysis. I have reached

out to two labs to ask whether they would be able to host me

to complete some wet lab work, but it required that I

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

— 021 —



119

receive my green card so that I could -- sorry -- so I could

apply for U.S. funds, because you can't do it if you're not

a resident.

Q. Which of the two labs have you applied to?

A. One was at Stanford and one was at UCSF.

Q. Do you now have your green card?

A. I received my green card on October the 10th, I

believe, 2017.

Q. And what jobs have you applied for since you

received your green card?

A. I have not applied for any since that time.

Q. What type of jobs do you plan to apply for?

A. Well, I am currently receiving in-home care

treatment from the Center for Autism and Related Disorders,

and they are assisting me with vocational support. It's

felt that I'm not ready to be in the workplace yet, until I

receive further training.

Q. When do you expect to be ready to be in the work

force?

A. I don't know, as I've only started working with

them. I also received a report from UCSF in March 2017,

stating the same thing, that I would require extreme

supports in the workplace and vocational training.

Q. And what type of vocational training did you do as a

result of that report?

A. I have not done any, because funding was not

available.

Q. And who's providing the funding?
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A. Well, nobody, because it's not available.

Q. Is that something you're expected to pay for?

A. Yes, out of pocket.

Q. And how much is it?

A. Well, it starts at $560 per session. One session is

an hour long. I would probably be expected to complete in

excess of about 30 hours.

Q. When you do obtain employment, how much do you

expect to earn?

A. Starting salary for postdoc is currently $37,000 a

year, although I should note that in many cases people are,

for the benefit of the visa, volunteering to do a postdoc

free of charge. So it's incredibly competitive.

Q. What other type of work do you believe you could do

other than lab work?

A. None I can think of.

Q. Have you applied for any other types of jobs?

A. Yes, I did. I applied for an apprenticeship at

cabinetry firm in Oakland that makes cabinets.

Q. And when was that?

A. In March. I applied for another firm that makes

mobile office spaces in San Francisco; that was in March. I

applied to work at Oakland Animal Services; that was also in

March. And I applied to do some scientific writing at Plus,

which is a journal in San Francisco, in February, and I

applied again in June, and I applied again September. I

applied for another scientific writing position with a

publication that wasn't disclosed when I applied; I didn't
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hear back. I applied for quite a few jobs and I simply

don't hear back.

Q. And how much do each of those jobs that you applied

for pay?

A. They range anywhere from, you know, a postdoc salary

starting at $37,000 to about -- the others really didn't

say, you know, the actual pay. It said it was negotiable.

I also applied for some internships. And I had met

with people and they determined they would not be able to

make the accommodations I require. That's been a common

response that I've got when I've had interviews.

Q. So who have you had interviews with?

A. When I went to Oakland Animal Services, they said

that I would probably be a good volunteer, and I'm currently

a volunteer at Oakland Animal Services, but that they were

not able to make the accommodations for me in relation to my

sensitivities and my restricted behaviors.

The cabinetmaker also was concerned because I have

dyspraxia, which is a motor issue. He was concerned that I

would cause injury to myself.

Q. You indicated in your declaration, that you signed

on February 9th, 2017, that you were currently then working

with a psychiatrist three times a week --

A. Correct.

Q. -- to overcome barriers so you may become

employable. Are you still working with that psychiatrist?

A. I was unable to afford to continue working with him.

THE COURT: Counsel, can I interrupt.
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Ma'am, you're seeking to complete your Ph.D. and

you're finishing up your thesis; correct?

THE RESPONDENT: Yes.

THE COURT: Assuming that you're able to complete

the work necessary to get the Ph.D., would you be able to

teach?

THE WITNESS: No. The process for teaching is

incredibly complicated in the scientific academia, so you

would technically be first required to hold your own lab,

and then, within your lab, then you teach that way. So you

normally --

THE COURT: Even junior college you would need to do

all that?

THE RESPONDENT: I haven't looked into junior

college. But I have quite a lot of social phobia. So it

would probably be quite difficult. Also with the noise of

the students would be a challenge.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.

MS. POOLE: Q. When do you expect to complete your

Ph.D.?

A. I don't know. As soon as I can.

Q. Within the next two months?

A. As soon as I can.

Q. At this point, what's preventing you from completing

your Ph.D?

A. The stress of this divorce process and the period

prior to the divorce. Emotional abuse from my husband

didn't really help.
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Q. When do you expect to become employed after you

complete your Ph.D.?

A. As soon as I can.

Q. In December 16th you received $30,257?

A. Correct.

Q. And that was from an RSU vest?

A. They were community RSUs, I believe.

Q. And that was -- actually, some of those were not

community shares; is that correct?

A. I was informed at the time they were community.

Q. Isn't there a stipulation that says the character is

yet to be determined?

A. Yes, but it was assumed. It was told to me that

they were community.

Q. And in January 2017 you filed an ex parte motion;

correct?

A. Yes, because you were refusing to give me access to

my community RSUs.

Q. What community RSUs would have been available in

January 2017?

A. The ex parte motion was for the upcoming ones on

February 20th, 2017. We were trying to get access. And

those were repeated back and forward between my

then-attorney, Carrie Schneider, and opposing counsel, in

which opposing counsel continued to shift the goal posts, in

terms of how much money I could get access to, and then

eventually said I could not have access to any of the money.

Q. And in February you received approximately 20,000
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being discussions about who would receive those deductions?

A. No.

Q. Okay. So is it your position he shouldn't receive

credit for the period in which he's paid temporary support

because he's getting the itemized deductions?

A. Correct.

Q. How much spousal support are you requesting?

A. I'm not actually sure. I assume it's the current

amount that I'm receiving, which is $7,005 a month, plus

bonus support.

Q. Do you see the black binder up there?

A. Yes.

MS. LIST: Your Honor, may I ask my client if she

needs a break right now?

THE COURT: Do you need a break, ma'am?

THE WITNESS: Yeah, that would be really good.

THE COURT: Go ahead and take a break. We'll come

back in 15 minutes.

(Recess taken)

THE COURT: Go ahead.

MS. POOLE: Q. Ms. Adams, there's a black binder up

there. I would ask you turn to tab 88. Are you there?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recognize this document?

A. Yes.

Q. And this is your Income and Expense Declaration that

you signed on October 18th, 2017?

A. Uh-hum; yes.
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Q. And is that your signature at the bottom?

A. Correct.

THE COURT: I'm sorry, counsel, what tab?

MS. POOLE: 88.

THE COURT: 88. Thank you very much. Go ahead.

MS. POOLE: Q. So on page 1, it lists your most

previous employment at the Regents of UC Davis, and you were

earning $2,100 per month from the period when your job ended

September 20th, 2013?

A. Yes.

Q. And you were working approximately 40 hours a week

at that time?

A. Yes.

Q. And in section number 4, you state that Mr. Billings

earns $43,920 per month; does that include his RSU income?

A. I believe that's what Mr. Billings wrote on his own

Income and Expense Declaration, so it's whatever he believes

it to be.

Q. Do you believe that's his monthly salary?

A. I have no idea.

Q. Okay. Turning to page 2, have you listed on here

the amount of the RSU income that you've received over the

past year?

A. I listed here the bonus spousal support that I've

received.

Q. Correct. In section 8?

A. Yes.

Q. But where have you listed the RSU income you've
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Q. And were you ever --

A. I was never held under Section 17 in the time that I

met John.

Q. Okay. So your health was good. Were you seeing a

psychiatrist or any other --

A. Yeah, I saw my psychiatrist. And he was based in

London, of course I was based in Cambridge, so I didn't see

him as frequently as I currently have to see one now.

Q. And did you receive any other services to help you

at that time?

A. Not after I was with John, but prior to him, I did

receive services.

Q. Why did you stop receiving services once you started

living with Mr. Billings?

A. Well, John sort of seemed to kind of take it upon

himself to, you know, help with quite a lot of things. From

very early on it was like, you know, we were a couple,

really.

Q. And at what point did you decide to move to the

United States?

A. I had, prior to coming here, initially got a place

at Harvard the year before. And I had wanted to go to

Harvard, and John did not want to go, because he said he

could not get employment there. He said that the only place

he would go is California.

Q. And so whose idea was it to move to the United

States?

A. John's.
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Q. And did he ask you to go?

A. Yes.

Q. Did he ever indicate whether he was going whether

you came or not?

A. I believe he indicated he would go, with me or not.

Q. And at that time had you become dependent on

Mr. Billings?

A. Yes, very much so.

Q. Dependent for what, physical care?

A. Just like emotional care and sort of mental support,

like, you know, as I say, we were inseparable. It was only

in August 2015 that we ever spent a day -- the first time we

spent a day apart.

Q. And did you and Mr. Billings discuss how you would

pay your expenses in the United States?

A. Yeah. John had got a well-paying job relative to

British standards. I had found us accommodation that was

quite cheap but in like a nice area in the Berkeley hills.

And we would be saving my Ph.D. stipend and using his salary

for our living expenses.

Q. And is that what you did?

A. Yes.

Q. Did Mr. Billings promise to support you if you came

to the United States with him?

A. He did, yes.

Q. Since your move to the United States, how has your

health been?

A. It seems to have got progressively worse, especially
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in the last two years, from maybe 2015.

Q. Describe, please, for us how it's gotten worse.

A. I had two in-patient hospitalizations, held under

5250 for being gravely ill or disabled, and those occurred

in a six-month span prior to Mr. Billings leaving the family

home. There was one period in December 2015 where I

received multiple 5150s. Mr. Billings, I think earlier,

suggested that there were fewer than ten. I believe there

were more than ten. All of them but one have occurred from

2015 onwards.

Q. What services do you currently receive?

A. I currently receive therapy from Alyssa Burgee (ph),

which is just sort of helping me to understand sort of

social problems that I might have and other kind of life

problems that I might have. I also see my psychiatrist, who

manages my medication, because my medication often needs

modifying. I'm seeing a neurologist because I started

having some neurological symptoms. And I see two people

from the Center for Autism and Related Disorders who help me

with in-home care, so helping me with what they call

executive function, which is like planning and organization.

Q. And how do you pay for these services?

A. With Alyssa Burgee (ph), I pay and I get reimbursed

some portion from the health insurance. And my Anthem

secondary insurance covers the Center for Autism and Related

Disorders. And my Anthem insurance and my Blue Shield

insurance cover the neurologist and the psychiatrist. I

also have massage therapy for some backs problems that I
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COUNTY OF ALAMEDA )
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

I, MICHELLE D. STEWARD, do hereby certify:

That I am a Certified Shorthand Reporter in the

state of California, License No. 5954, and Official reporter

in the Superior Court, in and for the County of Alameda;

That on 11-07-17, I fully and correctly reported

the within-entitled matter, Billings v Adams, Court Trial,

Day Two, before the Honorable Thomas J. Nixon, Judge;

That the foregoing pages 93 through 183,

inclusive, are a full, true and correct transcription of my

stenographic notes, achieved by means of computer-aided

transcription, taken at the aforementioned time and place.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my

name this 29th day of November, 2017.

e/s Michelle Steward
_________________________________
MICHELLE D. STEWARD, CSR 5954
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