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Dear Chancellor Gilliam:

The Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression (FIRE), a nonpartisan nonprofit
dedicated to defending freedom of speech,' appreciates that UNC Greensboro is one of the few
institutions in the country whose policies earn it a “green light” rating from FIRE.? We are,
however, concerned by reports of students erasing Students for Life’s pro-life chalk messages
on UNC Greensboro’s sidewalks. As a public institution bound by the First Amendment,®> UNC
Greensboro must investigate and address the censorship of these messages and ensure
students are free to share their opinions on controversial topics in the public, open areas of
campus.

On March 22 and 29, SFL members followed UNC Greensboro’s Chalking Policy to share their
pro-life views with chalked messages, which included “Love them Both, Mom & Baby,”
“Abortion Hurts Women,” “Human Equality for All + Pre-Born,” and “Women Need Resources,
Not Abortion.” Other students reportedly erased SFL’s messages with water, telling the SFL
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2 UNC Greensboro earns North Carolina’s second ‘green light’ rating for free speech in a month, FIRE (May 11,
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members the pro-life messages were offensive and that students have the freedom of speech to
erase the messages.” According to SFL, a club representative met with members of the
university’s Bias Education and Support Team about this incident and was told there was
nothing UNC Greensboro could do beyond offering SFL counseling services.

UNC Greensboro’s First Amendment obligations require it to have zero tolerance for
vandalism of otherwise protected expression on campus. Just as UNC does not tolerate
students stealing newspapers or ripping down other students’ posters,® SFL students cannot
fully and meaningfully exercise their freedom of speech if those opposed can erase the displays
with impunity. That students or administrators may be offended by the messages is no excuse
for permitting this censorship to continue unchecked.

As the Supreme Court has explained, our nation has “a profound national commitment to the
principle that debate on public issues should be uninhibited, robust, and wide-open....”” Just
like students who may object to a poster might post one of their own, or those who disagree
with an op-ed might write one promoting different views, students who object to SFL’s chalk
messages may write their own nearby on the vast expanses of chalk-able space on UNC’s
campus. They may not, however, destroy their fellow students’ expressive messages.

FIRE calls on UNC Greensboro to address this censorship by making clear to students that the
answer to offensive speech is “more speech”® and that destroying other students’ written
messages is not freedom of speech.” The university should attempt to identify those
responsible for destroying the SFL chalk messages and ensure they understand the gravity of
their anti-speech action so they will not engage in such censorship in the future. To this end,
we recommend that you adopt and utilize FIRE’s “Free Speech at Freshman Orientation”
materials, which aim to teach incoming students about their free speech rights from the start
of their time at UNC Greensboro.°
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We look forward to hearing from you and request a substantive response to this letter no later
than the close of business on May 22, 2023, confirming UNC Greensboro will address SFL’s
chalk messages being destroyed by reminding students what is and what is not protected under
the First Amendment and that acts of censorship will be investigated and addressed.

Sincerely,

i oy

Haley Gluhanich
Program Officer, Campus Rights Advocacy

Cc: Brian Daniel, Dean of Students



