Free Speech Zones
on Campus

On far too many campuses nationwide, universities
unreasonably restrict students’” expressive activities
to limited areas—so-called “free speech zones.”
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FREE SPEECH ZONES OFTEN
HAVE THESE COMMON
CHARACTERISTICS
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CAMPUS FREE SPEECH ZONES
RUN AFOUL OF THE
CONSTITUTION

N UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI
@x University of Cincinnati Chapter of Young Americans
for Liberty v. Williams (2012)

In a 2012 case, a federal judge ruled that the University of Cincinnati’'s free speech zone
“violates the First Amendment and cannot stand.”
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“NO MORE THAN ONE

MUSICAL OR SPEAKING ACTIVITY IS PERMITTED AT THE SAME TIME.”

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY
Roberts v. Haragan (2004)

In another federal lawsuit, students at Texas Tech University challenged
the school's lone free speech zone, a single 20 foot-diameter gazebo for
a campus of 28,000 students. Texas Tech responded by expanding the
number of free speech zones on its campus, but that was not enough to save
the university from legal defeat. In 2004, a federal district court judge ruled
that Texas Tech's policy still violated the First Amendment and must be
revised to open up more of the campus to free speech.

[Tlo the extent [that a] campus has park areas, sidewalks, streets, or other similar common areas,
these areas are public forums, at least for the University’s students, irrespective of whether the
University has so designated them or not. ROBERTS V. HARAGAN (2004)

If all of Texas Tech's students
wanted to exercise their First
Amendment rights at the same
time in the original gazebo, you
would have to crush them down
to the density of Uranium 238!

Each dot represents one student

at Texas Tech. The yellow represents
the total number of students who
could conceivably—not comfortably
— fit inside the gazebo at one time.

DOES YOUR SCHOOL HAVE A
FREE SPEECH ZONE?

Visit thefire.org/spotlight
® to access the Spotlight database
and find out how well your
school’s policies protect free speech.

)

PROTECTING STUDENT AND FACULTY RIGHTS
AT AMERICA’S COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES SINCE 1999

Kl facebook.com/thefireorg ¥ twitter.com/TheFIREorg ® thefire.org




