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Statement from URI President David M. Dooley:

"Over the past several days we have heard from many individuals concerning
statements made or repeated by Professor Erik Loomis. Many writers forcefully
expressed serious concern about his statements and many others expressed very
strong support for Professor Loomis, especially in regard to his First Amendment
right to share his personal opinions. In the statements at issue, Professor Loomis
did not make it clear that he was speaking solely as an individual, and that the
views he expressed were his alone and did not reflect the views of the University
of Rhode Island. This was the rationale for our original statement.

The University of Rhode Island strongly believes that Constitutionally protected
rights to free expression are the foundation of American democracy, and central
to our mission of imparting knowledge and promoting the exchange of ideas. It is
our conviction that Professor Loomis's personal remarks, however intemperate
and inflammatory they may be, are protected by the First Amendment, as are the
views of those who have contacted us in recent days."

David M. Dooley, Ph.D.
President
University of Rhode Island
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