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DE GUSTIBUS

Heaven Sustain Us:
Environmentalists Have
Taken Over the Dorms

By NAOMI SCHAEFER RILEY
May 23, 2008

On Monday the trustees of the University of Delaawested to approve a
new yearlong residence life program. Undergraduatiéde asked, in a
reprise of "show and tell," to bring in one of th¥avorite material
objects" and explain why it is important to therhey will be instructed
to discuss intrusive questions like "How do youmiefove?" and "Who
are you voting for" with their dorm-mates. Finalllgis extracurricular
curriculum will ask students to "pick a metaphatttiustrates their view
of sustainability.”

If you have spent any time on a college campusiBceou will realize
that "sustainability” is the academy's favorite nmwzword. There's the
Association for the Advancement of SustainabilityHigher Education
(AASHE); a Sustainable Endowments Institute thdtlishes a College
Sustainability Report Card; an Ivy Plus Sustaingbiorking Group,
and another one for colleges in the Northeast. & ez sustainability
offices and officers at dozens of schools natioewid

People unfamiliar with this subject might think tisastainability is just a
fancy-sounding term for a smattering of environraéintriendly campus
activities. But while it's true that the word deesompass recycling and
higher-efficiency light bulbs, college administmats in recent years have
started to give the term a more dramatic meaning.

More than 500 schools have signed AASHE's AmerCaltege and
University President Climates Commitment, whictsgbem on a path
toward "climate neutrality." Michael Crow, presiderf Arizona State
University and one of the document's signers, selédhis humble
statement: "Colleges and Universities must leaceffogt to reverse
global warming for the health and well being ofremt and future
generations."

According to Lee Bodner, president of EcoAmericapeganizer of the
pledge, the schools have two years to create arebrapsive plan for
"eliminating direct emissions" from their campusesl for integrating
sustainability into their classrooms. Efforts taamplish the former
include offering free bicycle maintenance, unpluggappliances, using
French-fry grease to power campus buses, providingdry racks for
clothes drying and incorporating green principhes new construction.
Many schools are also working with local commusitie reduce
emissions. Oberlin College, Mr. Bodner tells mes bpposed the building
of a coal-fired plant near its campus.

If a school's efforts don't quite measure up, adstrations can buy
carbon offsets to help. And since academics likeaeel to conferences
almost as much as Al Gore does, Mr. Bodner anddiisagues have
recommended such offsets to balance out all tHatjmsi professors
create with airplane fuel. So far the College &f &tlantic in Bar Harbor,
Maine, is the only school to have achieved "canbeutrality," buying
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Ms. Newman hopes that such opportunities can barelqad to
undergraduates soon.

Academic opportunities aside, Ms. Newman, excitéollys the ways in
which sustainability programs "are becoming pawstafients’ everyday lives." But wait. Are these miStrators gushing
because students are, say, unplugging their lajpiefose leaving on winter break? Of course not.

The sustainability folks have a much bigger ageAdaMr. Bodner explains: "Sustainability, broadpesking, is creating
the ability for people to live on a planet that capport the population in an environmental waydiso ultimately a way
that promotes the good life for everyone, for sigcistice.” And Kathleen Kerr, the head of residelife at the University of
Delaware, told a gathering of college administstast fall that the idea that "sustainability iegtly about the
environment" is a "myth." In fact, she and a caleaoffered a PowerPoint presentation listing otteens that
administrators might consider in this category.yfimeluded "Fair Trade," "Gender Equity," "Affirmag¢ Action,"
"Multicultural Competence," "Worker's Rights" anddmestic Partnerships."

Which brings us back to those Delaware dorms. Thaémisome outside pressure from free-speech-onwmgrpups like
the Foundation for Individual Rights in Educatitime university's indoctrination schemes at least'tlme mandatory. But
they probably don't need to be. Students are géynaraong the most enthusiastic proponents of sutsense.

And college administrators couldn't be happier thair young charges have rallied around this caiter all, as Peter
Wood, president of the National Association of Saf®explains, universities have been trying faradkes to "create
community”" on campus. Undergraduates complaindaiipuses are too balkanized. This is the result\Wdod explains,
of the rejection of the administratiofirsloco parentigole, the rise of research universities and tisétirtion of diversity
programs to remind students how different theyfiama each other. "So administrators thought theydgenerate
community by focusing on some inspiring issue. Ttugged to the residence life folks and said: "'Yiawve a new mission.
You are not supposed to just make students safgigmedhem a place to study.' " As a result, sttslbave been offered an
assortment of rallying cries -- from multicultusati to sexual empowerment. And now, saving the pl&@eer time, though,
such fads are hard to sustain.

Ms. Riley is the Journal's deputy Taste editor.
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