firstamendmentcenter.org: ne Pagel of 2

First Amendment Center wiww.firstamendmenteenter.org

HOME > News
SEARCH MORE

First Amendment | | w2 - e s e, |

H . L ||I|
tﬂpl CS> et About this site
News Story About the First
Amendment

About the First

Colo. State revises campus speech codes Amendment Center

By Courtney Holliday RSS/podcasts

First Amendment Center Online intern

07.27.07 First Amendment
programs

Colorado State University has revised its campus spestds @fter lobbying

by student activists and the Foundation for IndividRights in Education. State of the First

Amendment
reports

The university in Fort Collins revised three policieatgroups said violated
the First Amendmerdfter concerns arose over restrictions on residente-hal Flag-desecration
advertising. report

. Supreme Court
The Fort CollingColoradoan newspaper reported that the Campus

Libertarians began requesting change in the advegtikete-incidents and Experts
peaceful-assembly policies in fall 2006. The Campusrtabans, while

campaigning for a marijuana-legalization amendmerttécstate’s Columnists
constitution, were denied permission to hang postdisimesidence halls to

support their cause. At the time, “offensive languaayed “references to First Amendment
alcoholic beverages or other drugs” were not alloimeativertisements publications

placed in the residence halls.

Glossary
Examination of other policies by Seth Anthony, forroleairman of Campus
Libertarians, and other student leaders showed thatéegions of hostility”
were prohibited in the hate-incidents policy, anchtons for peaceful Events
assembly and demonstration were vaguely identified.

Freedom Sings™

First Amendment
Anthony enlisted the help of FIRE in February, adaug to a press release Schools

from the organization.
Congressional

Research Service

FIRE is a nonprofit educational foundation that ligistfor “individual rights, reports
due process, freedom of expression, academic freedomigaitel of
conscience” at U.S. colleges and universities, accgidits\Web site. Guest editorials

FIRE wrote a letter to CSU President Larry PenleMarch encouraging him ~ FOr material

to revise the policies in question. The letter was areviater that month by

General Counsel Loretta Martinez. Martinez clarifiedt although one ,T\'::ef,';f,:ent
location, the Lory Student Center Plaza, was desigihas$ the primary Library
public-forum space, there were many other locationsanmpus that also

could be used for assemblies. CSU added language pedoeful-assembly Lesson plans

policy to emphasize this fact.
freedomforum.org

Dell Rae Moellenberg, spokesperson for CSU, toldableradoan that

administrators revised the policies because they “neddetication.”

Newseum

Contact
CSU also changed the advertising policy to prokubly “obscene language” e

and “promotion of illegal behavior.” Under this pglidliers supporting Privacy statement
marijuana legalization would have been allowed. fi&e-incidents policy
was changed to restrict only actual harassment or abuse.
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“CSU did the right thing: it listened to students,kamte of the First Related links
Amendment, and revised its policies accordingly. It goss to show how

students really can have an impact on campus polipgcely with the

support of an organization like FIRE,” Anthony saidai FIRE press release.

FIRE officials said they were pleased with the sclo@sponsiveness to
their concerns.

“This is an exciting day for free speech at ColorathieS By making these
changes, the administration has proven it is serious gloigcting its
students’ First Amendment rights, and we commend the rgifyg FIRE
President Greg Lukianoff said.

Courtney Holliday isa junior majoring in economics and public policy at
Vanderbilt University in Nashville.
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Group takes national lead in fighting campus censor ship

Since its 1999 founding, FIRE has become go-togfou college students, professors of all
stripes who say they've been silenced by admingssdecause of their points of view.
08.23.05

FIRE defends campus speech-code survey
By Melanie Bengtson Chronicle of Higher Education article attacks methodology of
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education stu@%.03.07
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